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City Responsibility in
Reporting Child Abuse

By Cathy Tyson

After some recently well

publicized child abuse inci-
dents, the Contra Costa Civil
Grand Jury is asking Lafayette,
along with other cities in Contra
Costa County, to respond to rec-
ommendations about responsibil-
ities regarding reporting child
abuse.

According to Grand Jury re-
port 1403, multiple lawsuits al-
leging child abuse, and the failure
to report suspected instances,
have revealed that many employ-
ees of public entities, including
cities, do not understand their du-
ties to identify and report sus-
pected or known instances of
child abuse.

The report blames inadequate
training of employees and other
personnel in “their legal obliga-
tion as mandated reporters.”
Cities are asked to implement an
annual training program for staff.
Lafayette already has policies and
procedures in place addressing
this issue. The report makes rec-
ommendations about mandated

reporters and clarifies what is rea-
sonable suspicion.

Buried in a lot of legal lingo in
California Penal Code section
11166.01 about a mandated re-
porter who fails to report an inci-
dent, the penalty is spelled out:
“[They] shall be punished by not
more than six months in a county
jail, by a fine of not more than
$1,000 or by both that fine and im-
prisonment.”  Failing to report
abuse or neglect or impeding the
reporting of same where great bod-
ily injury or death occurs can be
punished with not more than a year
in jail and a $5,000 fine, or both.

Lafayette already has imple-
mented a policy to train its em-
ployees and other personnel about
their obligation to identify and re-
port suspected cases of child abuse
and has determined which person-
nel are mandated reporters. All
employees who are mandated re-
porters have completed initial
training, and Parks and Recreation
employee orientation includes
mandated reporter training.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with
your community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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10 Ariey Lane, Lafayette

Best value in Lafayette! Stunning
custom home builtin 2005. 5112
sqft 6 Br. 4 Ba, and bonus room.

$1,799,000 www.10ArieyLn.com
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1363 Camino Pablo, Moraga
Comfortable view home, close to

i
K-8 top rated Moraga schools.

Appr. 2700 sqgft 5 Br, 2.5 Ba. Large .6 ac lot.
$1,150,000

www.1363CaminoPablo.com
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1661 Del Monte Way, Moraga

F‘ Over 2000 sqft. 4 Br, 2 Ba single level
home near the Commons Park. Large
A46Ac level lot with lawn & children’s play house.

$1,069,000 www.1661DelMonteWay.com
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231 Courtney Lane, Orinda
New Listing! Elegantly updated

single level home, 1986 sqft, 3Br +

den, 2 Ba, Great views! Convenient location.

$1,099,000 www.231CourtneyLn.com
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Choose from 4 offers.
Plus perks for added guests.
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guests' cruise fares.

Up to $600 off* cruise
using Celebrity's ChoiceAir®

pampered with intuitive service. And, relax knowing you can do as much (or as little) as you choose.

In the end, you won't remember a single thing from your Celebrity cruise—you’'ll remember everything.

Book a Caribbean vacation now and take your pick of incredible savings. Plus, save up to 50% on additional

Free Beverage Packages” Free Gratuities™ Onboard Credit up to $300*
for two for two per stateroom

Escape to tropical bliss on an unforgettable Caribbean getaway with four exciting offers. Unwind in luxurious accommodations. Enjoy globally-inspired dining. Be

®

Celebrity Cruisese

That's modern luxuryS™

Visit celebritycruises.com/sf, call 1-888-456-7887, or contact your travel agent.

*Visit celebritycruises.com/sf for full terms and conditions. Cruise must be booked Aug. 1-31, 2014. Offer applies to 4-night or longer cruises departing 10/2014-4/2016; ocean view and higher staterooms; non-
discounted standard cruise fare. Celebrity Xpedition and certain sailings excluded. Two guests choose one option; guests must select the same option. One offer per stateroom. Provide promo code PYPBEYV for
Beverage, PYPOBC for OBC, PYPGR for Gratuities and PYPAIR for Choiceair Savings. Guests booking air travel using ChoiceAir have the fourth option of a cruise fare savings. ChoiceAir must be purchased by
8/31/14; ChoiceAir offer not available for 7/2015-4/2016 sailings. On select sailings, triple and higher occupancy guests each receive savings on cruise fares. Taxes and fees are additional for all guests. OBC has no
cash value, is applicable to cruise only, non-transferable, not redeemable for cash, and expires 10:00 PM on the final night of the cruise. Offers are subject to availability and change without notice. ©2014 Celebrity
Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.






